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[V]IP

The instructor pilot is a very important parson.
if you den't believe me, just ask one, Seriously,
though, the IP has a tough job, He's a father-
kgure, psychologist, teacher .., and damn good
pilot. Unfortunataly, his concern with these first
three Images sometimes adversely affects the
latter. Sometimes the |P is so busy instructing.
he lets his own proficiency slip.

We review many incident/accident reports
that involve Instructar pilot errors. There are
several reasons for this. Many high-risk profiles
{stalls. adverse/yaw, unusual attitude recoveries,
back-seat landings) that many of us see once
during upgrade training are routine to the IP. IPs
fly functional check flights and other missions
that require the squadron’'s best. Thete is one

more reason soma IP-involved accidents ooour ..

mstructors sometimes get non-profigient. This
may sound contradictory, but it's trua. Ona  in-
cident in TAC, involving an instructor pilot,
resulted in the following unit action:

‘Sorties are being scheduled for the apecific
purpose of increasing instructor pilot profi-
aisney.”

It is rot unusual for IPs to fly sevaral
consecutive missions without gstting any stick
tima, If this sounds familiar, you had better start
stealing some stick tima from the student. You
owe it to yoursetf.... and him,

s
o/

interest items,
mishaps
with morals,

for the
TAC aircrewman

LAP

The flight was a twe-ship air-to-mud mission,
Everything was normal until reaching the range
antry point when the flight was notitied that the
range was closed due to weather. Thunder-
storms, few to scattered, were located between
the gunnery range and "Homeplate.” Returning
to base, tops of the thunderbumpers were esti-
mated to be above 40,000 feet and still grow-
ing. Due to their haight and lenath. the flight
lead chose a path between two radar retums,
While in the clouds. the wingman obsarved
lightning strike the laad Phantom. During post-
flight inspaction, the lens cover and bulb for the
left and nght position lights were found to be
broken on both aircraft. In addition. a small pin-
size hole was found in tha tail section of the
leader's right external fuel tank. The cost ..
$214.20 and 2B manhours.

We were lucky ... this time. Each year. the Air
Force |osss aircraft and airgrews due 1o
thunderstorm penetrations. A short guote from
TAC Supplement 1 to AFR 60-18 is appropriate

There I8 no peacerime mission in this
command which requires intentional
penstration of & thunderstorm. When
penetration of abserved or reported
thunderstorms sppears 10 be unavoidsbls
pilots  will delay a scheduled mission or
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- By Maoj Gory M. Burge ’
123d TRW/SE ]
Standiford Field (ANG)

Louisville, Ky

A . E
AL
Saf entared the anvil at Atﬁﬂ; ﬁ“ﬂ saven.
Dropping out the bottom | had scarcely eleven. 4
The minutes between ser hours on end,
Boxed in by the we thought was my friend.

& up ... whoops, now it's down,

r says we're approaching the ground.
briefings, through which | had snored,
r's mighty roar, I'm no longer bored.

%msmln is deafening, lights flashing so bright,

_ The hall drumming fiercely like a gun in the night.
v eyesight is failing, or is it my mind?
ma, my Buddha, get out of this bind.

‘%:*
The DO, himself, met my craft on the ramp,
Recarding the fact that my suit was still damgy = =

But that wasn't the.end. he really was sore, :
It was my end ha was after, ‘causa | bent his Fe

At the Commander’s dﬂhmﬂnn my backside .,*"
But it sure as hell beat that ol! thunderstormt .8

"ﬂ }'.Iﬁi ._"
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Fleaglegram responses from the front
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TOTAL ACFT. ACCIDENTS
MAJOR ACFT. ACCIDENTS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

OTHER UNITS

[ FIGHTER/RECCE WINGS

33 TFW TAC
127 TFW ANG
31 TFW TAC
56 TFW TAC

TAC

135 TASGP
182 TASGP ANG
126 ARW ANG
507 TAIRCG

MAJOR ACCIDENT COMPARISON RATE 75/76
(BASED ON ACCIDENTS m 100,000 HOURS qus TIME)

AN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUE SEP QCT NOV DEC
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